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he loving contemplation of the Heart of Jesus encompasses all the Tmysteries of Christ's life, understood under the light and love that 

come from His Heart. In “The Month of Fervor” (1884), St. Louis 

Guanella writs “We will reflect on the Sacred Heart in his relation to the mystery of 

the Incarnation, Birth, Life, Passion and Death of the Savior, as well as to his glorious 

Resurrection and Ascension into heaven.” In contemplating the Mysteries of Christ, a 

soul opens to an atmosphere of wonderful familiarity with the Lord: “Consider what 

a good heart of a Father is the Heart of Jesus the Savior; know that you are pleasing 

Him; you are making Him happy; you are experiencing happiness; you open the 

house of your heart to Him.” 

  In the “Internal Regulations of the Sons of the Sacred Heart”, Father Guanella 

reminds that “the Divine Heart of Jesus Christ is Patron, Custodian, Master and Lord 

of the House since its beginnings”. With trust and gratitude, he affirms that his 

charitable works were born, developed and growing because of the Sacred Heart: 

“Let us give thanks to the Sacred Heart of Jesus for his assistance and blessings 

toward our Institute. Our charitable Houses are flowing out from the great Heart of 

God. It is He who is sustaining them and makes them flourish.” 

  This devotion is expressed and nourished by the cult in his honor, first and 

foremost in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and in Holy Communion. To Father 

Guanella, “the Eucharist is the Sacred Heart of Jesus. In the Tabernacle the 

Eucharistic Heart is truly and substantially present, and with the Heart his Blood, his 

Holy Face, the adorable Person of our Redeemer and Lord Jesus Christ.” For that 

reason, “our chapel is our Paradise on earth, and the Heart of Jesus adored in the 

chapel is the joy of our heart.” This year, the month of June is rich with sacred 

celebrations as the liturgy includes the Solemnity of Pentecost (June 8), the Most 

Holy Trinity (June 15), Corpus Christi (June 22), and the Solemnity of Saints Peter 

and Paul (June 29).  Following the Solemnity of Pentecost, the Church begins her 
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“Our institute is consecrated to Christ, the Lord and teacher, 

receiving from Him continuous proofs of assistance and blessing,” (Cons. 11)



slow descent from the great peaks of the Easter Season to the verdant pastures of 

Ordinary Time, the longest of the liturgical seasons. She pauses briefly to praise the 

Holy Trinity - Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier- and then the Sacrament of the Body 

and Blood of Christ, Corpus Christi. 

  Therefore, the close of the Easter season marks not the cessation but rather 

the beginning of Ordinary Time which is the commencement of the Church’s activity 

which also coincides with the beginning of the academic year in India and our 

mission in the new places where we are sent. This is the hour to “go out to all the 

world and tell the good news.” The sacred celebrations of June highlight this 

expansion of the Church and the expansion of our heart, where we serve. At least ten 

times, the Church vests in the red of the martyrs (The Ten Primitive Persecutions) 

whose blood is the very seed of her growth, including the feasts of the Apostles Peter 

and Paul. This reminds us that we, too, are called to be witnesses like the apostles and 

martyrs. May the Heart of Jesus inflame our hearts so that we may be worthy of our 

Baptismal and consecrated call to holiness. Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on us. 

Immaculate Heart of Mary, pray for us.

  We're thrilled to announce the celebration of our Jubilee Year, as directed by 

the General Council! Join us on June 21, 2025, at Annai Vailankanni Shrine, Besant 

Nagar, Chennai, India, as one united family. We invite all communities - SdC, DSMP, 

GC, GLM, beneficiaries, and well-wishers - to arrange, participate and make this 

occasion unforgettable. Let's come together to rejoice and give thanks for our 

Guanellian heritage!

PROVINCIAL	CALENDAR	-	JUNE	2025

01/06/2025		 	–			 	 Thalavadi	Community

02/06/2025			 –		 	 Salem	&	Kolli	Hills	Mission

04/06/2025			 –	 	 Sivakasi	Community

05/06/2025			 –	 	 	Madurai	Community	&	Dindigul	Community	

06/06/	2025		 –		 	 Thanjavur	-	Trinity	Hospice

07/06/2025			 –		 	 Cuddalore	Community

08/06/2025			 -	 	 	Bangalore

13/06/	2025		 –		 	 St.	Antony’s	Church,	Antonyarpuram	&	Tambaram

16/06/2025			 –		 	 DPP	Council	Meeting

21/06/2025			 –		 	 Jubilee	Celebration	–	Guanellian	Family,	Chennai

24/06/2025		 –	 	 	Requiem	Mass	@	Karuthapillaiyur

28/06/2025			 –		 	 25th	Jubilee	Celebration	of	Rev.	Fr.	S.A.	Roosewelt	@				

Somanathaperi

Fr. Gnanaraj SdC
Provincial Superior



Introduction
st The Guanellian	Charism	School	for	the	year	2025 was organized from May 1 , 

rd2025 Thursday to May 3 , 2025 Saturday at Bangalore. The	�irst-of-its-kind made the 

possibility to include and bring together all the three Guanellian families (Servants	of	

Charity,	 Daughters	 of	 St.	 Mary	 of	 Providence	 and	 the	 Guanellian	 Co-operators) as 

proposed by the General Chapter. All the three days events were well coordinated and 

emceed by	Fr.	Arun	Kumar	SdC, the secretary to the Provincial Superior along with the 

GPN community Fathers and the Aged People, BCN community sisters and the good 

children. During these days of togetherness and fellowship all of us were able to deepen 

the understanding of the Founder,	Charism,	Vision,	Spirit,	Mission	and	wealth	of	

the	congregations. The interventions among the three families extended a greater 

and touching bond with one another as family members. All extended assisting hands 

to achieve the expected outcome and belong to one another in love and service. The 

following is the synopsis of the three days sessions. 

TAMIL	BOOK	RELEASE	ON	OUR	FOUNDER

	 On this remarkable day, Don Guanella Communication Centre published 

"MALAYILIRUNDHU	PURAPPATTA	ANDU	NADHI," a Tamil book about the lives of 

our founder St. Louis Guanella written by Mr.  Rona Albert of Chennai. The book was 

launched by Rev. Fr. Gnanaraj SdC the Provincial Superior of Divine 

Providence Province and received by Rev. Fr. Ronald SdC former 

Provincial Superior of Divine Providence Province and Rev. 

Sr. Savariyammal one of the council members of the 

delegation of Mary Most Holy of the Assumption and Mr. 

Dominic one of the world councils' treasurers of the 

Guanellian cooperators. Followingly a Tamil song was 

released in memory of our Indian deceased confreres 

Rev. Fr. Dhanasekar and Rev. Fr. Bala SdC and Rev. Fr. 

Bosco SdC. 

 In the �irst session, Rev.	Fr.	Ronald delved into the 

essence of Guanellian	 identity	as	exempli�ied	by	 the	
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young	priest,	Fr.	Guanella. He began by noting that while no child is a perfect 

copy of their parents, traits and values undeniably resonate across generations. Fr. 

Guanella embodied this notion, showcasing a unique blend of contentment and 

resilience. He was known for his unwavering commitment to helping others, 

describing himself as a "�iery	sword"	in service to those around him.

 Living closely among the people, he readily embraced the "smell	 of	 the	

sheep," an expression that signi�ies a deep connection with his �lock. His 

dedication was remarkable, as he broke the Word of God three times a day, which is 

the evidence of his fervent spiritual commitment. Beyond preaching, Fr. Guanella 

served as a teacher, always adapting his work to align with the speci�ic needs of the 

communities he engaged with. His mission extended to promoting vocations for 

the priesthood, nurturing future leaders of faith.

 Fr. Guanella's legacy is further enriched  by his humility	and	obedience. A 

proli�ic writer, he shared insights and teachings that continue to inspire many 

today. His simple yet profound lifestyle serves as a guiding light, urging us all to 

incorporate these values into our own lives. Ultimately, Fr. Ronald's re�lections on 

Fr. Guanella remind us of the importance of living authentically and dedicatedly in 

service to others. Life gives a lot of pain so that we may build a strong foundation 

tomorrow.

 The second session was led by Rev.	Sr.	Jeyamalini, who 

spoke on the theme “Consecrated	Life	and	Ministerial	Joy	

–	as	viewed	from	the	Guanellian	Prism.” She highlighted 

the distinction between mission	 and	ministry. Mission, 

she said, is our personal and profound experience of God, 

while Ministry is the outward expression of that inner 



experience. Through ministry, 

the encounter with God becomes 

visible and fruitful in the service 

of others. Sr. Malini emphasized 

that we are called to live a holy 

and simple life, rooted in the 

example of Christ and the teachings 

of St. Guanella. This simplicity is a sign of 

joy and authenticity in consecrated life. 

Drawing from 'Vita Consecrata', consecrated persons are reminded that their 

witness must be joyful, showing the world that following Christ is both meaningful 

and ful�illing. The document also underlines the prophetic nature of consecrated 

life in today's world. Sr. Malini's session encouraged all to �ind joy not only in their 

personal relationship with God but also in serving others through humble and 

dedicated ministry.

	 The second day of the Guanellian	 Charism	 School was begun with the 

opening prayer by the eminent resource person Rev.	 Fr.	 Jayapalan	 Sdb who 

shared profound insights and re�lections on the theme “Midlife	 Pearls	 and	

Pitfalls	of	Religious	Life” with the Fathers, Sisters and brothers. 

 In his homily he emphasized on moving from "murmuring	moments	 to	

multiplying	 miracles" which beautifully captured the essence of religious 

consecration. Beginning with the signi�icant �igure our master Jesus Christ he 

indicated that the religious life is beautiful but not easy to live and highlighted that 

being a sign is more crucial than merely performing services, urging everyone to 

align with God's plans, referring to Jeremiah	29:11.	Delving into the Guanellian 

Charism and Mission, rooted in St. Luigi Guanella's dedication to the poor and 

marginalized, provided a strong foundation. The	four	pillars of	the	charism as he 



shared are Love	for	the	poor,	Trust	in	Divine	Providence,	Family	Spirit,	and	Education	

and	Formation	and the	mission's	focus on service,	education,	community	building,	

and	spiritual	growth portray a vivid picture of the Guanellian way of life. The core 

values of compassion,	 humility,	 generosity,	 and	 trust further illuminate the 

Guanellian	spirit.	Some of the indications were made on the pearls of Guanellian 

consecrated life: Deepened	 Spirituality,	 Wisdom	 and	 Experience,	 Stronger	

Relationships	 and	Greater	 Empathy alongside the pitfalls like Complacency,	

Isolation,	 Crisis	 of	 Faith,	 Spiritual	 Dryness,	 Burnout,	 Health	 Issues	 and	

Adapting	 to	 Change. Thereafter he posed the challenges that are crucial and 

speci�ic to Gunaellian Priests and Sisters: serving	 the	 poor	 and	 marginalised,	

collaboration	with	the	laypeople,	embracing	the	Guanellian	Charism.	

 Through the sessions he strengthened and guided by sharing about how to 

navigate midlife with the support of ongoing	formation,	community	support,	

spiritual	 direction,	 self-care,	 accepting	 change,	 maintaining	 a	 sense	 of	

purpose	and	practicing	gratitude.

	

 Finally addressing about the present	 dangers	 and	 consequences	 of	

clericalism in the synodal context, he emphasized the importance of walking	

together	with	 the	 laity,	 listening	 and	 dialoguing	with	 them	and	 to	 have	 a	

shared	responsibility in decision making and empowering	the	marginalized.

	 	Fr.	Jayapalan	SDB in the �irst session delivered an inspiring talk on the “14	

Habits	of	Highly	Effective	Guanellian	Families,” focusing on deepening spiritual 

life and living out Catholic values in everyday life. He emphasized the importance 

of being a holy person from within - grounded in personal prayer, the Word of God, 

and constant battle against sin. A strong love for the Eucharistic Jesus was 

highlighted, along with daily Eucharistic adoration.  Fr. Jayapalan urged families to 

go “Back	to	the	Roots” by understanding the vision and charism of their founder 

and embodying faith through action. He stressed mutual	respect,	exhibiting	the	

fruits	of	the	Holy	Spirit	(Galatians	5:22),	and	maintaining	joy	within	the	community.	



Promoting	 sacraments	 among	 the	 youth,	 being	

vigilant	 in	 vocation	 promotion,	 and	 being	

fearless	servants	of	God	were	also	key	points.	

Additional habits included fostering joy 

and transparency in family life, devotion to 

Mother Mary and the saints, and promoting 

strong Catholic family values. Finally, he called 

on everyone to be ready to sacri�ice for Christ's 

suffering, living a truly committed Christian life.

 

 Thereafter Fr.	 Gnanaraj	 the	 Provincial	

Superior began the second session and stressed the 

importance of coming together as one family to	

enrich	and	encourage one another through our	presence	and	way	of	life. He invited 

all to countercheck whether this feel is present in all our communities or wherever 

we Guanellians are situated. He made a humble note on the primary aim of the 

members is sancti�ication of self and others or leading a holy life, other than this 

interest leads/reveals a problem. Then the forum was left open for the evaluation 

where the Guanellian family members felt grateful for joining and learning 

together these days. This truly inspired and encouraged everyone to know more of 

the congregation, charism and mission. With a few observations and appreciations 

the three days charism school came to an end with the provision of umbrella as a 

souvenir to the participants. At the end, all gathered to invoke God's blessings and 

graces upon the new project for the Blessed Clare Bosatta Special School which 

was blessed by Fr. Gnanaraj SdC, the Provincial Superior.     





  The Guanella Preethi Nivas (GPN) community was filled with joy as they 

welcomed Postulant Jenish into the School of Holiness on the evening of May 

30th. During Vespers, presided over by Rev. Fr. Gnanaraj, SdC, the Provincial 

Superior of the Divine Providence Province, and in the presence of Rev. Fr. 

Visuvasam and Rev. Fr. Peter Joseph, the Provincial Councilors, along with 

priestly confreres from various communities, DSMP Sisters, and residents of 

the Guanella Aged Home, Postulant Jenish entered into the Novitiate by 

solemnly reading the Act of Consecration. 

  May 31st marked another remarkable day in the history of Guanella 

Preethi Nivas, as four novices Nov. Selvaraj Arputha Rayar, Nov. Daram 

Manohar, Nov. Moshappa Joseph Goudar, and Nov.Mahanandia Gopal made 

their First Religious Profession during a solemn Eucharistic celebration held 

in the "Tent of Love" at GPN.

 The Holy Mass was presided over by Rev. Fr. R. Gnanaraj, SdC, the Provincial 

Superior, and concelebrated by Rev. Fr. Visuvasam, Rev. Fr. Francis, Rev. Fr. 

Peter Joseph (Provincial Councilors), and Rev. Fr. Mathias, the Superior of the 

community, along with other Guanellian Fathers and priests from 

neighbouring communities. More than 50 religious from surrounding 

congregations joyfully participated, together with the family members of the 

newly professed, DSMP Sisters led by Rev. Sr. Mary, the Delegate Superior, 

Guanellian Cooperators, members of the Guanellian Lay Movement, Pious 

Union of St. Joseph, residents from the Guanella Aged Home, friends, and well-

wishers.

 With hearts full of joy and gratitude, the four novices pronounced their 

First "Yes" to the Lord, with Rev. Fr. Gnanaraj receiving their vows. The liturgy J
U

N
E

 -
 2

0
2
5



J
U

N
E

 -
 2

0
2
5

was beautifully enriched by the GPN Choir, who sang in all four languages of the 

newly professed, adding to the spirit of unity and celebration. It was also a 

memorable day for the Guanellian Cooperators (GC) members, who renewed 

their promises in the presence of Rev. Fr. Gnanaraj and Rev. Fr. Peter Joseph. 

Following the Holy Mass, the newly professed confreres were honored and 

presented with gifts. They shared their joy by cutting a cake, joined by the 

birthday celebrants of the day Mr. Dominic and Rev. Sr. Shanthi, DSMP. Rev. Fr. 

Kulandai Samy coordinated the celebration arrangements. The event 

concluded with a sumptuous meal enjoyed by all in a spirit of fellowship and 

gratitude.

HOLISTIC	HEALTH	CARE	CAMP

CUDDALORE:	Health is a harmony of both body and mind. On May 4th, in a 

compassionate outreach to the beneficiaries of Don Guanella Day Care Centre 

in Cuddalore, a dedicated team of healthcare professionals generously 

volunteered their time and expertise to promote holistic well-being. Dr. 

Franklin Selvaraj, a philanthropist at heart, conducted a general health check-
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up for all the residents. With sincere care, he encouraged everyone to maintain 

physical wellness through a balanced diet. Drawing from his own life 

experiences, he shared an inspiring testimony that motivated the inmates to 

pursue a healthier lifestyle.

 Mrs. Jayachitra, a professional counselling psychologist and wife of Dr. 

Franklin, addressed the emotional and psychological needs of the 

beneficiaries. Through one-on-one interactions and motivational counselling, 

she uplifted spirits and helped many re-discover hope and purpose. Dr. 

Mahesh, a dedicated physiotherapist, provided personalized therapy sessions 

tailored to each individual's needs. His compassion, patience, and unwavering 

commitment left a lasting impression on all.

 The Don Guanella Day Care Centre expressed heartfelt gratitude to these 

three angels of compassion for their selfless service. Their visit was not merely 

a health camp, but a holistic healing experience—restoring body, mind, and 

spirit.

SAGAYAMATHA	PARISH	FEAST

CUDDALORE: The annual parish feast was joyfully celebrated on May 23rd in 

Cuddalore. The parish warmly welcomed the Archbishop and Provincial 

Superior with flowers. In the presence of parishioners, the archbishop blessed 

and inaugurated a new multipurpose hall for the parish.

Parishioners offered kumba arathi and lit the kuthuvilakku as symbols of 

welcome. Most Rev. Francis Kalist, Archbishop of Pondicherry-Cuddalore, 

presided over the Holy Mass and delivered a heartfelt homily. Rev. Fr. R. 

Gnanaraj, SdC, Provincial Superior, and other priests concelebrated the Mass. 

In his message, the archbishop emphasized the enduring mercy of Mother 

Mary in our lives. The liturgy was beautifully animated by parishioners.
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Following the Mass, the Archbishop blessed the car procession, which 

passed through the streets of Samupillai Nagar. The celebration was concluded 

with Eucharistic adoration and a final blessing from the parish priest. Pilgrims 

were offered cake and tea. With joy-filled hearts, everyone paid their respect 

and veneration to the Lady of Perpetual Succour.

THE	MONTH	OF	MAY:	A	MARIAN	DEVOTION

KOPPAKKA:	Historically, the Church observed a feast of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary on May 15. However, it was not until the 18th century that May became 

widely associated with Marian devotion.

The practice, initiated by Fr. Latomia of the Roman College (Society of 

Jesus), aimed to combat moral decline by dedicating the month of May to the 

Virgin Mary. This devotion spread from Jesuit colleges to churches worldwide. 

In this spirit, Koppaka seminary began a simple yet meaningful practice of 

reciting the Holy Rosary for the sick parents of our confreres. This act allowed 

seminarians to deepen their devotion, inspired by our founder St. Louis 

Guanella, who saw Mary as a loving, guiding mother who never abandons her 

children.

MOTHERS	HONORED	ON	A	SPECIAL	DAY

CHENNAI,	DGRC: On May 11, 2025, in celebration of International Mother’s 

Day, Don Guanella Special School honored mothers for their unwavering love 

and dedication. mMr.  M. Prathap, I.A.S., Collector of Thiruvallur, presented 

awards to the following outstanding mothers: M. Kavitha (Mother of M. 
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Dinesh), W. Navitha Peeris (Mother of A. Rosline Meado), Mrs. Vijaya (Mother 

of Elango), M. Vanitha (Mother of Kavipriya), J. Deepa Devi (Mother of E. 

Niranjan). This heartfelt event recognized the profound role these mothers 

play in the lives of their children.

OUTSTANDING	ACHIEVEMENTS

CHENNAI,	DGRC: On Mother’s Day, two exceptional students—Miss Reshma 

and Master Amith—were honored by the Hon’ble Governor of Tamil Nadu, R.N. 

Ravi, at Raj Bhavan, Chennai. They were recognized for their outstanding 

achievements in state-level obstacle racing and basketball. Congratulations to 

these remarkable students and their proud mothers. Their determination 

continues to inspire us all.

BREAKING	BARRIERS

CHENNAI,	DGRC: In a remarkable display of perseverance, five students from 

Don Guanella Special School successfully passed their 10th standard board 

exams. Congratulations to: Reshma, Medo, Sherin, Azharuddin, Rithish. This 

achievement stands as a testament to their hard work and the unwavering 

support of the school. Their success proves that with the right support, all 

dreams are achievable.
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YOGA	THERAPY	FOR	THE	ELDERS

BANGALORE: The Nightingales Medical Trust conducted a successful yoga 

therapy program for elders, led by Mrs. Rebecca and her team. The sessions 

helped participants manage stress, enhance flexibility, build strength, improve 

sleep, and experience peace and relaxation. The initiative significantly 

contributed to the elders’ overall well-being.

NURTURING	THE	SEED	OF	FAITH

VATLURU: Catechesis is not merely an academic pursuit but a personal 

encounter with Jesus Christ. For 15 days, children preparing for their First Holy 

Communion participated in faith formation classes at our parish. They learned 

about the sacraments, practiced prayers, and embraced the Christian faith 

through activities animated by the Sisters of Blessed Sacrament Adoration. The 

children came from five substations and were divided into two groups—one at 

Vatluru and the other at Guanella Bhavan Seminary in Koppaka. This 

preparation has been a meaningful step in nurturing their journey of faith.
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A	JOURNEY	TOWARDS	MOTHER	MARY

VATLURU: Inspired by Pope Leo XIII’s call for intercession through the Blessed 

Virgin Mary, the parishioners of Vatluru undertook a meaningful pilgrimage to 

Velankanni. The journey included visits to Thomas Mount, Our Lady of 

Velankanni Shrine, Besant Nagar, Little Mount, St. Thomas Basilica, Divine 

Mercy Church in Kelambakkam, Sacred Heart Church in Pondicherry, and 

Poondy Madha Church. It was a vibrant and spiritually enriching experience. 

Our heartfelt thanks to everyone who made this pilgrimage possible.

VOCATION	PROMOTION

CHENNAI,	 DPP: the vocation promoter met with parish priests from the 

Dioceses of Thiruvananthapuram, Tuticorin, and Kanyakumari. He visited the 

families of interested students, offering blessings and explaining the 

congregation’s mission, encouraging them to consider sending their children 

to the seminary. When some students expressed hesitation, the promoter 

reassured them of God’s loving guidance and protection, inspiring confidence 

in their vocational journey.

A	DAY	OF	DISCERNMENT

GRASS	LAKE	- With the coming of spring, many events have been taking place 

in the Church. The Shrine hosted the Little Daughters of St. Joseph Prayer and 

Pizza retreat on May 10th. Dawn Hausman, Director of Consecrated Vocations, 

Coordinator of Young Adult Ministry, and Delegate of Consecrated Life for the 

Lansing Diocese, gave a talk about vocations to the fifteen young ladies in 

attendance. At the same time, about fourteen boys gathered at the St. Louis 

Center. After Mass, Adoration, and Confession, the boys helped Fr. Satheesh out 

by shooting drone footage of the Center’s campus.
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STAFF	APPRECIATION	DAY

CHELSEA	– The parents and families of the St. Louis Center residents have 

deep gratitude for the work of the staff on behalf of their loved ones. They don’t 

often have the chance to express their gratitude, but when they do, they go all 

out. On May 13th, the Family Association invited all staff members to the gym 

for some refreshments, fellowship, and a chance for prizes. A group of 6 family 

members kept the coffee hot, the water cold, and the cookie plates full. The 

kind gesture was well received by the staff who attended.

STATE	OFFICIAL	VISITS

CHELSEA	– The residents of St. Louis Center have many advocates behind the 

scenes making sure that all of their needs are met, and their rights upheld. In an 
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attempt to bring awareness to more government officials, Tyrin Johnson, 

Development Assistant, contacted the Secretary of State’s office. Jocelyn 

Benson, current Michigan Secretary of State, sent her Deputy Chief of External 

Affairs Joshua Elliot to the Center to see how they can assist our work. Joshua 

met with Fr. Satheesh; Peggy Cole, Development Director; and Tyrin on May 

14th. Part of the meeting included a tour of the campus. Joshua is setting up a 

mobile office visit so that the Secretary of State can issue updated state IDs to 

each resident and staff member who needs one.

VISIT	FROM	ALHAMBRA

CHELSEA – The International Order of Alhambra dedicates itself to the 

preservation of Catholic historical sites and help provide for people with 

disabilities. The local group from Our Lady of Fatima church is called the St. 

Louis Guanella Caravan. They host the unofficial start of summer on the St. 

Louis Center campus each year. It was held May 15th, a beautiful sunshiny 

Thursday, this year. Members cooked dinner on the grill, served the residents 

in the gym and provided frosty treats for dessert outside, thanks to Kona Ice. 

The residents are always grateful for the delicious food and authentic 

friendship Alhambra provides. 

CARDIO	DRUMMING

CHELSEA	– For several months, the residents of St. Louis Center have been 

honing their skills at cardio drumming. It is “exercise in disguise” because they 

have no idea that all of the fun is actually helping them improve endurance, 

mobility, and coordination. A talented and generous drummer volunteered to 

start this program at the Center. Even staff members enjoy getting involved 
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each Friday for the classes. The classes are so well attended that instructors are 

in need of more equipment to make it fun for everyone.

ARTIST	RECEPTION

CHELSEA - On May 17th, the community gathered in the Chelsea District 

Library’s colorful reading garden for an artist reception, the 1,000 Flowers 

Could Bloom capstone event, accompanied by light refreshments prepared by 

the Center’s kitchen staff. Each and every unique ceramic flower was displayed 

artfully on a colorful fence that was decorated by the Center’s residents. The 

display fit in perfectly with the reading garden’s whimsical decorations and 

other artistic exhibits.

  Though the weather was dreary, the atmosphere of the garden was 

energetic and bright. The reception drew in a mixed crowd from off the streets 

of Chelsea as well as the community members who participated in the previous 

community clay workshop events. Additionally, many of St. Louis Center’s 
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residents were joined by several friends from the Soaring Arts Studio, located 

in Napoleon, OH. The studio is an inspiring place where artists of all abilities 

are empowered to explore their talents and express themselves through the 

arts. It was evident in the garden that day that this project was truly a beautiful 

example of what the work of collaboration among individuals of all abilities 

and backgrounds should look like.  Several leaders of the Chelsea community 

attended, including the Chelsea Community Foundation’s Chair, Anne Merkel; 

State Representative, Kathy Schmaltz; and Chelsea Community Foundation 

council member, Susan Lackey.

PETER	PAN	PERFORMANCE

CHELSEA	– For several weeks, the residents of St. Louis Center, guided by the 

instructors of Open Spot Theatre, have been planning and practicing a live 

performance. They decided to ‘rewrite’ the story of Peter Pan, putting their 

own comedic spin on the story. They developed marketing materials, planned 

the script, designed the set, and prepared the costumes. On May 19th, 

everything was ready for the grand performance. Family, friends and 

community members filled the gym. After the show, the players met and 

greeted adoring fans in the lobby, sharing refreshments and fellowship.

KNIGHTS	CONVENTION

CHELSEA – Each May, the 429 Michigan Knights of Columbus Councils send 

delegates to Mackinac Island for their annual convention. During meetings on 
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the Island May 21st-23rd, Fr. Satheesh presented a video and brief talk about 

the work of the St. Louis Center. It is a great opportunity to gain more donors 

and volunteers to help further the mission of the Center. While at the 

convention, Fr. Satheesh met Archbishop Edward J. Weisenburger, the new 

Archbishop of Detroit, during an informal gathering of the clergy. 

MAKING	THE	SHRINE,	SHINE!

GRASS	LAKE	- Work is continuing on the Holy Rosary Building Project. Cement 

was poured and the pedestals for the statues have been constructed. Shrine 

volunteers also beautified the grounds. They weeded, trimmed trees, and 

landscaped the grotto. Many thanks to all of those who help keep up the Shrine 

beautiful for the glory of God and St. Joseph.

05-	FR.	X.	RAJESH

06-FR.	MARIO	NAVA

07-	FR.	S.	AROCKIARAJ

17-FR.	ALFONSO	CRIPPA

18-FR.	S.P.	SAMY

									FR.	S.	VINCENT

19-FR.	A.C.	PERI

22-FR.	SOLOMON	STALIN

26-FR.	R.	ARUN	

							FR.	X.	THAMBUSAMY

19-	FR.	I.	CONSTANTAIN	-	FR.	S.	FRANCIS		

FR.	A.	FRANCIS	ASSISI	|	FR.	I.	GEORGE

FR.	S.	JOHN	KENNEDY	|FR.	A.	JERIN		

FR.	R.	LAWERENCE	THAMBUSAMY	

FR.	C.	LOURDURAJ	|	Fr.	M.	JOHN	PAUL	

FR.	X.	RAJESH

23-FR.	J.	DAVID	|	FR.	J.	JAMES

FR.	A.	LOUIS	BASKAR	|	FR.	A.P.	SAMY	

FR.	P.	PETER	JOSEPH	|	FR.	M.	PRAVEEN	

FR.	C.	BRITTO

30-FR.	NINO	MINETTI

BIRTHDAYS ORDINATION ANNIVERSARIES
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